Introduced by Council Members Fussell & Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2009-363
A RESOLUTION DECLARING MAY 9-17, 2009 AS NATIONAL TOURISM WEEK IN JACKSONVILLE WITH THE THEME “DISCOVER GREAT AMERICAN TRADITIONS”; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, travel is at the heart of America’s economic and national security; and


WHEREAS, the travel industry ranks as the 5th largest employer in the United States and is one of America’s largest service exports; and


WHEREAS, the travel industry also supports the interests of Jacksonville, contributing to our employment, economic prosperity, international trade and relations, peace, understanding and goodwill; and 


WHEREAS, travel ranks as one of Jacksonville’s largest industries in terms of revenues generated; and


WHEREAS, 2.8 million overnight travelers visited Jacksonville contributing $1.6 billion to the local economy in 2008; and


WHEREAS, travel supported employment for 42,900 people in Jacksonville, further contributing to the quality of life within the community; and


WHEREAS, as people throughout the world become increasingly aware of the beautiful natural surroundings, outstanding cultural and recreational opportunities and warm Southern hospitality of our residents available in Jacksonville, travel will become an increasingly vital resource in improving America’s image around the world and an extension of our public diplomacy; and

WHEREAS, given these laudable contributions to the economic, social and cultural well-being of the citizens of Jacksonville, it is fitting that we recognize the importance of the American travel industry; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City of Jacksonville hereby designates May 9-17, 2009 as National Tourism Week in Jacksonville with the theme “Discover Great American Traditions”, and urges the citizens of Jacksonville to join in this special observance with appropriate events, commemorations and festivals.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research

G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2009\res\Tourism Week 2009 res.doc 
1
- 2 -


